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And yet the idea is a great idea, and the story
one of the best of English stories, only Wells has
taken his art too lightly; the "jolly little art" must
be a ministry before it produces a masterpiece. If
Wells had given thought to the matter, he would
have seen how to make his story truer and at the
same time more finely symbolical. He should have
represented the rulers and directors of the little
kingdom as being purblind, and he could have
made Nunez, through his gift of good sight, a
benefactor of the people. He might have told
them all, for instance, when rain was threatened
so that the poor blind peasants could save their
crops. He would get no reward for this, bare
thanks. Later he might build a machine so sensi-
tive that it would tell the peasants when it was
going to rain or storm, and doing that he might
win the girl, but still no big reward. But after he
dies the machine gets out of order and everyone
remembers that he offered to build a dozen of
them and show how they should be kept in order,
and then the people make a hero of him and erect
statues to him when it is too late to profit by his
far-sightedness.

Kipling has written even better short stories
than Wells and perhaps I ought to say a word
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